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GERMANY OPENS WAR OFF AMERICAN SHORI
AS SUBMARINE FIRES UPON U. S. WAR CRAF

REPUBLICANS’ SUPPORT SOUGHT
BY WILSON TO PASS DRAFT BILL;

FEARS RESORT

T0 COMPROMISE

Minority Leader Mann and Lenroot Called
"Into Conference , After Caucus Pledges
for Conscription to Raise an Effective
Army for Conflict

DEMAND WAR EFFICIENCY

NGRESS is quibbling, The House Committee on Miutary Affairs appears
to stand ten to nine against selective conscriptien. There is grave danger
llnt the most disastrous of Great Britain's blunders at the beginni.g of
the war will be repeated in this country.

fruntn us.

must be supported.

A demand from Philadelphia in

| EvenING LEpGer will

|

the war.

1 We want to telegraph the chairman of the House Committee on Military
l, Affairs that within a few hours thousands of Philadelphians veoiced a demand

for a selective conseription law.

:lilw

President Wilson, scenting defeat
‘paising the American army, has invited
‘aml Representative Lenroot,
of War Baker,

‘eompromize for conseription. ’

Timil Representatives, however, fear the “voice back home” and unless the
'_'fruidcnt';vnppenl carries, a compromise will be adopted.

‘The compromise probably will be authorization for the President to call
ﬁ 500,000 or 1,000,000 volunteers in ninety days, simultaneously, perfecting

p conseription machlnery, to he made
 failure.

The House is not in session until tomorrow.
first Lusiness was concluding discussion of the §7,000,000,000 bond and certificate

fssues for war eredit,

Passage of the measure was forecast for today with virtually a solid vote.

‘Even La VFollette may not eppose it.

! Interest in Washington centers in
‘Fren: and American representatives.
- west

" Russin ure apparently relieved.

® ' Disposition of the $3,000,000,000 loan to the Allies will be made at the

ﬁnferunu'

There is momug demand from the West to permit Colonel Roosevelt to
legd an expeditionary force against the Germans in France.

' MAY FORCE VOLUNTEER
TEST BEFORE DRAFTING

WASHINGTON, April 17
In an efort to bring about nonpartisan
port of the Administration conseription
¥ bill, President Wilsen today uskod
fesentative 'Mann, Hepublivan floor
der of the House, and Representative
.,:_.f ol to confer with him at the White
¥

*l‘lh unfavorable reports from the House
| the possibllity of conscription golng
ugh, the President has summoned the
Mepublicans to his ald in @ final effort to
it prompt setion on the military K1 which

@ feels 15 absolutely vitul
L At o Bopublicun Senmte caucus this fore-
it was decided - Republican Senuators
President’s

y
oy

con-

l stund behind the
lon plan,
etury of War Baker, voleing  the
Inlstration’s unswerving stund, de-
d to the military committoo in ses-
N today that he was compelled to reject
ull mmnrnmlsm. He was Inclined
yield on minor points such as ages of
tion, but Insisted on the selective
eription plan,
ﬁlhl"mnn pl‘wnt. of the House Militarg
Committes, will see the P gident
& afterncon, and it Is understood will
thut the conscription bill cannot bo
1 unless provision is made for first
s out the voluntecr system. Growing
jposition In Congress to the select ive con-
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Continued on Page Two, Column Threo

T FOR TAT CAPTURES
" HAVRE DE GRACE SPRINT

fachines Pay ‘31650 for &in in Four-
'*  Furlong Dash—Sunny Hill
Second

VRE DE GRACE, Md., tﬂ;‘::‘ll'l‘s".'l'l--“l‘ll'lni
a1 y oy Tit for , win-
u thtmopani g- P the second duy

spring Inll lmru today at four

(¢, the bacl the two-
=ld cashing in "l'l iﬁ. $6.30 and §3. 'NI

" o !3 play mcross the !':l .
'ﬂ?‘g’ m*f;?f"":"’-ﬁ";-;s

; Cl 1‘“‘%:”“‘ : r‘ ‘é‘ ‘MM

ot pege -

o 116 'he

MO e .lﬂulnl'. Kenworlhy
[ .a0d wpwad, 5,
41870 mn .90

2 HS

xperts and experience agree that we can wage a 100 per cent efficient
war ony by 100 per cent efficient methods.
The war will be won or lost in the hallz of Congress.
. We cannot afford to experiment for ninety days with a volunteer system.
It is important that the full pressure of public opinion should be brought
to hear on Congress immediately to assure the passage of a selective con-
seription law of the sort the Rresident wants.

geales in its favor within the next forty-eight hours.
rrewent conclusive evidence to the House of Repre-
sentatives that Philadelphia favors 100 per cent efliciency in the condyct of |

Write the single word “YES
ecard and mail it to the EVENING LEDGER, signing your name, or stop b L.
| Ledger Central and sign the statement saying that you are in favor of \uq_gl

The Republican caucus voted to support the President’s plan.
before the K House Military Affairs Committee, insisted on no

, front give the envoys a definite basis for discussion with the United
" Btates ag to exactly what is te be done finally to erush hermuu\'

A condition, not a theory, con-

In this crisis the President

favor of such a law may turn the
With your help the

" on a postal

of his selective conseription plan for
conference with Minority Leader Mann

Secretary

operative if the ninety-day call proves

The Senate met coday. Its

the war council, composed of British, |
The recent Entente victories on the |

Fedrs for

RUM LOBBY ENDS
SUFFRAGE HOPES|

Slickly Checkmates Chance
of Favorable Reconsidera-
tion of Amendment |

‘BILL LOSES HOUSE BY 3

By a Btof Corveapondent

HARRISBURG, Pa., April 17.
The llguor interegts of the State this aflt-
ormoon checkmated the hopes and plans

: -.rl
the suffragists, after the amendment 1o

the Stute Constitution (o grant suffrage
to women bhad been defeated in the House
of Representatives eavlier in the day

The amendment lost after a two hours'
debate at noon by a vote of 101 for It and
M aguinst.  The suffrugists then mme-
dintely made plins to have the voto ree
vonsidered, as thero were dwelve members
nhsent Mnm the roll was belng ealléd, and
they claimed at least four of these twelve
votes,

They planned, however, to make the mo-
tion tomorrow. The antis, through Repre-
sentative John M. Fiynn, of Kik, o "wet"
member, stole & mirch on them, by muk-
ing the motion this afternoon, The House
waa in a near-riot during a bitter debute
that followed Flynn's . motion,  Chargos
wera hurled back and forth that the liguor
lobby came to Harrisburg In force last
night to defeat the suffrage amendment
and that Flynn's motlon was only Intended
to kill whatever chance the measure might
buve of being revived again this mession,

The Fiynn motlon, as was intended by
the antis, was defoated, 101 to 82,

Under the rules of the Legislature n
slmilar motion cannot again be mude on the
suffrage mensure during this session.

Representative Willlam T, Rameszey, of
Delaware, seconded the Flynn motion to
reconsider and a debats followed,

b Representative Samuel A. Whitaker, of
Chester, asked that the motion be with-
drawn. Flynn sald that his purpose in muak-

Continued on Page Two, Column Twe
WHAT MAY HAPPEN
" IN BASEBALL TODAY

Attack Off At]dntlc Coabt Immediately
Radiographed to Scout Cruiser Chester,
Flagship of First Naval District.
Fn*st Shot of War

Torpedo Crosses Pow of Destrover But
Fails to Score a Hit by Distance of
Thirty Yards—Wake Plainly
Seen

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

BOSTON. April 17.

Germany has brought the war to the very doors of {he U mtod
States,

The first shot at an American war vessel in the confliet between | l
the United States und Germany was fired early todav when a German |
submarine attacked the American torpedchoat destroyer Smith off
the Atlantic coast,

The torpedoboat destroyer today reported being fired upon by a
German submaring in American waters. The torpedo missed the
United States ship by about thirty yards. Immediately after firing
the U-boat submerged and was not seen agiin. The point where the
U-boat appeared is in the main transatlantic steamship lanes,

The report was received at the Charlestown Navy Yard via Fire
Island at 1:12 this morning. The attack ook place shortly after
midnight. .

The Smith reported immediately to the scout cruiser Chester, |
the flagship of the first naval district, stationed at Noston. The naval
attack was where steamships going or coming from New York would
pass.

The Smith is one of a fleet of destroyers that have been patrol-
ling the sea off the United States coast. As soon as she was attacked
a radiogram was flasged to the cruiser Chester,

Official word made it emphatic that the torpedo, fired across the
bow, was sighted by the men on the Smith as it plowed toward
the Smith and missed by 30 yards.

ENEMY U-BOAT QUICKLY DIVES

The enemy U-boat is then reported to have speedily disap-
peared. It is thought that she owes her escape to the dar iness, her
almost submerged lines offering a faint and elusive target. for the
cruiser.

The radiogram received at Charlestown Folln\\s.

FIRE ISLAND, N. Y., April 17, 3:25 a. m.
Chester, naval station, Boston, naval station,

York. Apparently sighted enemy submarine.

pedo, missed U, S. 8. Smith 30 yards.
Submarine disappeared.

New
Fired tor-
Wike plainly seen
crossing bow,

U. 8. 8. SMITH.

AL the reéguest «
which the U, 2
dispateh.

WARSHIPS SEARCH FOR SUBMARINE:
NAVY CONFIDENT OF BAGGING PRIZE

WASHINGTON, April 17.
The first shot at an American war craft has been fived by Germany—and it

tes, Savy Departs

Kedl by i submaring |

Tutitude
it

uwnd 1
d from the

neituyde In
faregolng

missed.
An enemy submarine, brav ing the perils of the Atlantic, attacked the United

Stutes torpedoboat destroyer Smith, firing a torpedo acress her bows, It cleared
ihe ship by thirty yards.
The submarine then disappeared.

failed. .
Official confirmation of the first clash of the war was

All efforts to locate her have thus far

received by the

Contineed on Page Elzght, Column One |

| PHILS SCORE 5 RUNS
ON TWO LITTLE HITS |

Three Errors and Several Passes |
Give Lavender Lead Over Bos-
ton in His First Start for Pat

“JOE” BUSH IVICTIM
OF MATES’ ERRORS

Mack’s Star Pitcher 3-1
Game to Red Sox .-'sl'tur Hard
Fight Against Lulk
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Lavender's o Phitly uniforin
Manager Stalllngs, of the tribesmen. took
changes with one of his youngsters, Clayin
Crum, from Terre Haute <a young right.
handor, who looked good ot Miami this
wpring
Juhinny Evers did not feel Ke playine
In the cold and young Miassey ﬂliul i ut
wocond base for the Braves
While Crum beld the Phils scoreless in
the first joning. the Braves jumped on
Lavender for a brace of counters, owing to
two evrors,  DOgey m;m:l 8 perfect throw
Sillefor i an efort to eateh M iy
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BASER''1L SCORES

BOSTON O 10002 0¢C

.ATHLETICS .1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ©
Bush and Meyer,

-3 53
1 856

Shore and Cady; Dineen and Owen,

PHILLIES ...0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0
BOSTON 2 0 0101010

Lavender, Mayer and K'llefer; Crum. Nehf and Gowdy.

AMERICAN LEAGUE
WASHINGTON O 0 0 0 0 0 O
NEW YORK 0 10 0 0 0 1
Johnson and Ainsmith: Ruesell and Nunamaket

CHICAGO . . O 0 0 0 0 1 0O
DETROIT 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Danforth and Schalk; Ehmke and Spencer,

CLEVELAND
ST. LOUIS
and O'Neil;

0 0 0 0
0-2 0 0

Sothoron and Hale,

0 0 0
0 9 1
Baglhy
NATIONAL LEAGUE
NEW YORK 0 0 0 2 0 0 1

BROOKLYN 0O 0 0 0 0 1 0O
Pervitt and Rariden: Pfeffer and Miller.

PITTSBURGH 0 0 1 0 1
CINCINNATI 0 0 0 0 O
Miller and Fischer: Schneider and Wingo,

0 0 0
0 0 0

ST. LOUIS ..

CHICAGO ..
POSTPONED—RAIN

OTHER GAMES

HAVERF'D SCHOOL. - g
PRINCETON PREP.. 0

* HADDON HEIGHTS ¢
PENN CHARTER 1

1
2

CENTRAL HIGH ...

0
0
0
4
W. PHILA. HIGH 0

U.S. NAVY FLASHES WARNINGS
TO SHIPPING OF U-BOAT MENACE

WASHINGTON, April 17.—The Navy Department lute this
afternoon flashed out warnings to all shipping, advising of the pros
ence of a hostile submarine off the Atlantic coast. The waining
was sent brondeast as a result of the clash of the United States Shi,
Smith with a submarine off Fire Island early todny. All shipping ha
been advised of the danger of putting out to sea at this time,

PREPARES BILL FOR U. S. CONTROL OF FOODS

WASHINGTON, April 17.—Secretary of Agriculture Houston
¢nid late this afternoon lie was preparing a report to Congress urgin:
necessity for legislation empowering Government reguintion of foodl
prices, - Houston said the Government would not immediately apply
any such law, if it were enacted, bnt that he thought “such '|¢-g|~.
Jntion necessary for immediate use in any emergency.”

ODESSA ARISTOCRATS UNDER ARREST

PETROGRAD, April 17. —Ddessa dispatches today ieported the
arrgst of many members of the avistocracy there, charged with oppos.
ing the revolution and the regulations of th. new Goveinment,

HOUSE DEFEATS BILL TO ABOLI&I'! DEATH PENALTY

L

HARRISBURG, Aprdl 17.~The louse of Reprosentaiives, after & :n‘unl-
debate, this afterncon defeated the Tombking-Wells-Hess bl to abol
punishment in Pennsylvanin. The vole was 83 lo #7. The measure
the Senate and was vn Hndl passage, o

PENNSYLVANIA CRUDE olL A'I' 'rov m

PITTSBURGH, Va, April 17.—The
advanced to $8.10, the highest point®in
3 m,ﬁ ll.u. Corning s up 2 gents to §2.40, Cabell adwy
‘advanced 3 m!l o I’-N« lugland is unc
R Py o i

FRANCO-BR
SMASH GERMAN:
LINE IN FRAN

English Push Closer tb .
Cambrai-St. Quentin
Road

AIM AT LIFELINE X,
OF FOE'S DEFENSES ‘

-

Key Ptmtmns of Hindens
burg Line Now Seem
Doomed

5,000,000 M EN ENGAGED

Nivelle Breaks German Countclb
Assaults and Prepares
New Blow

BERLIN, April 17.

French troops suffered heavily in ume &
availing attempts to break through the
German lines yesterday, today’s official D
statement asserted. More than 2100
French troops were captured. The ate
tackers’ losses in killed and wounded
were very heavy.

By WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS
WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES

AFLELD, Ap!'il 17.

France's brilliant part in the great
offensive stimulated British forces to
redoubled encrgy today. General Haig's
forces continue their advance. Oute
posts and patrols pushed steadily for-
ward to the east. Two more field guns
were captured in  Hirondelle M
Meanwhile desperate work of destrue- *
tion by the Germans continues in Lens
—now fast doomed by the British e

Today the Teuton

&

circling movement.
dammed the Souchez River, backing’
the water into Lens. Great explosion
marked the destruction of mine shafi
machinery, and British observers— &5
plainly able to see the enemy at k-
—declared there was reason to belie
it was part of the German phn
destruction at the last ‘moment to |
vert the flood waters of the Souches:
into the great underground gallefles
of France's richest coal mines.
Five million men are engaged on the =8
western front in the greatest battle of
ull time, L
Vielent fighting is In progress all along
the line from the Alsne to the Alps. Brits
ish and French armies under Fleld Mar 0
shal Halg and General Nivelle are oms =
gnged In the most glgantle offensive
the war. The Germans are belng hu
back foot by foot toward their own
ders despite their despernte resistance, ‘.
Field Marshal Halg ngeain swung '-
center of his pressure away from Lens
today, his army plunging with good suts
cess agalnst the German defenses on “}
Cambral-8t. Quentin line south of
The Tombois furm, near Epehy, was d’
tured from the Germans, the British Wa
Office nnnounced today,
Alonf the Alsne-Rheims front, where
the French have driven forward, there s
furious Nghting, with the Germans delive
ering fruitlesd counter-assuults and bome -
barding the new positions held by Generad %
Nivelle. Nivelle s today consolidating his ]
new defenses, preparatory to anothér “- L
sault.
The DBritish ore now only l“
from the Arras-Cambral road, the ma
Une of communication of the Gern
Should they succeed in cutting this b
wauy they will force the l\lundm
the Teutons of the entire *Hind
line"
The ltallans are evidently m
for an offensive on the Isonzo. A violen
artillery duel s In progress on that fros
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